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AREA 1] &

READING & RESPONDING:
CITIZEN KANE

A text can usually be categorized into the gene of text that it is. There are many
different genres to appeal to th@émarious perso » -goers. While the central

character of the film is the media
of view of an investigative jou

‘Rosebud.” Citizen Jkane thereforc'Sée pIE Sented as a mystery. However, the film is also
regarded by many Rly-disguised harrati e life of the media magnate Randolph Hearst.

Genre:

A. Mystery.

Citizen Kane follows the work of an investigative journalist seeking to discover the meaning of
Charles Foster Kane’s dying word: ‘Rosebud.’

B. Biopic.

A film version of the life of the media magnate Randolph Hearst.

C. Film Noir.

Some have even suggested that Citizen Kane, with its dark and moody atmosphere, is a fore-runner
of the Film Noir genre — films that emphasize moral ambiguity, although they are generally crime
films.

1.1 Title

The film’s title can often be revealing. It may give direct or indirect indications of genre, and also
indications of aspects of plot, characters and themes. The title is ironic, as Charles Kane, being
wealthy and powerful, is not a citizen of the nation in any ordinary sense. He often attempts to
manipulate the attitudes and values of ordinary citizens through his newspapers.
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Title:
Charles Foster Kane is a person who wishes to exercise absolute power over others.

1.2 Audience

the film. Hearst was unsuccessful in his attempt an
Welles’ career in acting and directing. Some hg
full potential in film because of this.

-

Audience:
Those who enjoy mystery films or biopics.

1.3 Purpose

urpose can be recognized, especially in
0 address a particular issue. Citizen Kane is
omic, social and political power and influence

A writer will write a film for a
relation to the major

Purpose:
To explore notions of power.
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